
  
 

 

 
 
  Reflections for Elementary School Parents 

Helping Families Teach Good Character 
Dear Parent:  
 
Children need to experience perseverance.  When your children struggle, are you the kind of 
parent that finds it easier to let them give up?  Do you hate to see them falter and fall down so 
much you stop them from having those learning experiences?   We must teach our children 
perseverance in order for them to be successful in all their endeavors.  Those who successfully 
accomplish what they set out to achieve see mistakes as learning experiences not a dead end! 
 
The first thing we can do as parents is teach perseverance language in the home.  Words like 
“keep trying,” “never give up,” or “you can do it” are essential in developing your children’s belief 
system.  When they do achieve a goal, especially when it has been difficult, always recognize 
and acknowledge their success.  Help them recognize which of their behaviors demonstrated 
perseverance. Teach them that when they start something, they have committed to its 
completion.  Don’t ever give in to their desire to quit something they started.  Make sure they 
understand what they will have to give up as well as what they will gain through their commitment. 
Helping children learn to stick with a tough challenge will give them the confidence they need to 
succeed. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner/Car Discussions 

What have you accomplished today that was new for you? 

What did you do today to help someone with something 
they were having a hard time accomplishing? 

Tell about a mistake you made today.  How did you handle 
it? 

Did you feel like giving up on anything today?  If so, what 
was it? 

 

You are never a 

loser until you 

quite trying. – 

Mike Ditka 

 

Character Check 
 

Make sure your child is reflecting on these questions in order to keep themselves in check. 

Do I stay positive even when I make mistakes? 

Do I encourage others not give up and keep trying? 

When I am confronted by problems do I work until I solve them? 

Am I patient with myself and others when something is hard? 

Do I participate in solving problems or do I just complain when things don’t work out the way I want them to? 
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